
NRCS State Technical Committee Minutes 

March 22, 2017 – Colchester, VT 

 

 

Vicky Drew (VT State Conservationist): 

 Welcome to all and introductions made. 

 Some NRCS Staff  will be retiring within the next several months 

 There is still a hiring freeze in place per the executive branch. We are unsure when it 

will be lifted; fortunately, the Pathways program is not effected; therefore, we will be 

hiring four Soil Cons and one Engineer under the Pathways program. 

 NRCS still has five vacancies in the field and two at the State Office.   We only have 

2 ½ Soil Cons working the CT River Basis area, we are bare-boned staffing in the 

South Zone. 

 The President has submitted his new budget for FY 18 with a recommend 26% cut to 

the USDA in discretionary funds.  One-half of NRCS’ budget is considered 

discretionary funds (IE: Conservation Technical Assistance – CTA) 

 There is a renewed focus on Conservation Planning.  For further information, contact 

Bob Sylvester. 

 Copies of the NRCS VT 2016 Accomplishment Report is available online. 

 August 13-15, 2017 is the Northeast NACD Meeting in VT.  It will held at the 

Sheraton in South Burlington. 

 Deadline to submit proposals for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program is 

April 21, 2017. Here is a map and description of state and national RCPP projects in 

Vermont.  

 We expect a Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) announcement to be going out 

within the next few weeks. 

 The final EQIP application deadline for 2017 is April 14th.  This application deadline 

will offer limited funding pools (IE: no Farmstead applications will be considered 

this period). 

 

Tom Berry (Senator Patrick Leahy Staff): 

 Senate confirmation hearings begin March 23rd for the Secretary of USDA. 

 There will be a full congressional delegation in state for a town meeting on March 

25th. 

 Significant cuts to USDA budget are proposed; this will likely not affect Farm Bill 

mandatory funds. 

 

Paul Remillard (Acting FSA State Executive Director): 

 Currently FSA staffing is short by four positions; one of them being a Farm Loan 

Manager. 

 Before the hiring freeze, FSA hired a new CED in St. Albans and a FLM in Newport. 

 FSA’s budget is 90% discretionary funds for salary/employees. 

 Two new services have been established:  OCCSP (Organic Certification Cost Share 

Program) and Bridges to Opportunity Program. 

o OCCSP allows FSA to cost share certification expenses for organic 

producers. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1314638&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/farmbill/rcpp/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1322768&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/cig/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/vt/programs/financial/eqip/


o Bridges to Opportunity Program is an on-line resource that will allow 

landowners to contact the appropriate partner for their practices. 

 Still taking applications for the CREP applications. 

 

Obe Racicot (Assistant State Conservationist – Programs): 

 Distributed a copy of the VT Programs Obligations and Allocations report for March 

2017 (view link here) and reported the status of obligations and number of contracts 

for current year.  Bear in mind that at this time of year these values are constantly 

changing.  All monies must be obligated by 09.30.2017 or the money will be 

returned to NHQ.  So far for 2017 we are on track to distribute $20 million in FA 

dollars directly to producers.  This is a record year. 

 

Partners Presentations: 

 Kent Henderson reported on Friends of Northern Lake Champlain work on both the 

Rock and Pike River Watersheds. 

 Jeff Carter reported on work in the McKenzie Brook watershed (see slides here) 

 Jill Arace apprised the group on VACDs involvement in the watersheds. 

 Marli Rupe updated group on the Wetlands Incentive Program being run by the State 

of Vermont under their RCPP Project. 

 Bridgett Butler informed the committee on its progress on the Cold Hollow to 

Canada RCPP project. 

 Sara Damsell discussed the work in Lake Memphremagog under their RCPP project. 

 John Austin (VTFW) updated the committee on their work in Wildlife Management 

Institute Project. 

 Jennifer Colby and Ron Rhodes updated the committee on progress of the Long 

Island Sound RCPP Project. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:40 PM. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 24, 2017 in Colchester, VT 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1322767&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1322764&ext=pdf

